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BENGALURU: Students
seeking admissions under
the sports quota for various
courses under the Common
Entrance Test (CET) can fi-
nally heave asigh of relief as
the Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has decided
to consider the list of games
and sports events, which
was listed in its brochure.
Students had staged a pro-
test in front of the KEA office
in Malleswaram on Monday
and Tuesday after they were
informed that only Olympic
achievements would be consid-
ered for the sports quota seats.
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This came following a letter
by thé Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports to
the KEA, seeking thatthe other
gamesnot be considered while
allocating seats.

The KEA has now decided
to offer sports quota seats to
the students under all the cat-
egories as promised earlier. S
NGangadharaiah, administra-
tive officer, KEA said, “We will
goahead with the list of sports
and events mentioned in the
brochure that was released
previously. The letter from the
Department of Youth Empow-
ermentand Sports cameat the
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last moment and it cannot be
considered unlesstherulesare
amended.”

Navya, a Netball player and
an engineering seat aspirant,
said this was a sign of relief for
students. “We spend several
hours playing a sport. Some
of us have played at interna-
tional level. Not recognising
this would have been unfair on
the part of the KEA. We feel
relieved now as we can be as-
sured of seatsin better colleges
under the sports quota.”.

The letter by the Depart-
ment of Youth Empowerment
and Sports also said only stu-
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nts who participated in

rt activities in their second

idered for sports quota.

or Class 12 were to be
ating in thelistof sport
s mentioned in the bro-

e students, however,
d that they have not

. “Some students
over a fresh ap-

1 on the spot when we

hure

were protesting. We were told
that only those eligible are be-
ing given separateapplications
onthespot. Weare stillunsure
if we are being considered as
we did not fill any application
that day,”said Sridhar, another
sportsperson. :
According to the KEA bro-
chure, “The Commissioner for
Youth Services and Sports or
his authorised nominee is the
final authority to decide the
candidate’s eligibility under
sports category. Further, the
KEA shall not be held respon-
siblein thisregard.”
DH News Service
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i The fee regulatory commit-
: tee, appointed by the go-
i vernment, has recommend-
i ed a fee hike of up to 8%
: from the previous year for
i professional courses. This
: will be applicable for all
¢ medical, dental and engi-
¢ neering colleges for the
:  2018-19 academic year.

Justice D.V. Shylendra Ku-

: mar, committee chairman
{ and former High Court
. judge, said that he conduct-
i ed a meeting with private
;. professional  institutions
. from March 12 to March 19.
: “The fee fixed by the com-
: mittee will act as an upper li-
: mit and ceiling,” he said, ad-
¢ ding that private institutions
¢ have the option to charge a
¢ fee lower than that fixed by
: the committee. In the pro-
: ceedings to the colleges, the
: committee has allowed rea-
: sonable surplus required for
: the growth and the develop-
: ment of the institutions.

The committee has deter-

. mined the fees only for insti-
. tutional quota seats. He also
¢ pointed out that the seat ma-
- trix and the seat-sharing ar-
. rangement of private colleg-
. es with the government will,
: however, not change.

Although some colleges

i had projected a higher in-
: crease in expenditure, the
i - committee was not inclined
i to accept the proposed fee,
i on the grounds that the pro-

Fee hike of up to
8% for professional
_courses

Regulatory panel sets the ceiling

(' Even if the
government signs
the consensual
agreement, it will
have to fix the fee
based on the

recommended by

the fee regulatory
committee.

JUSTICE D.V. SHYLENDRA KUMAR
Fee regulatory committee ch

posals are not “sustainable”.

The committee has also
raised objection to the man-
ner in which consensual
agreement has been entered
into with private profession-
al institutions, and noted
that the fixing of fees was the
function of the fee regulato-
ry committee. “Even if the
government signs the con-
sensual agreement, it will
have to fix the fee based on
the ceiling recommended by
the fee regulatory commit-
tee,” he said. He added that
government and private col-
leges have no choice but to
implement this fee struc-
ture. “It was binding on the
government to comply with
it,” he said.

NRI fee

The committee this year
has also fixed the NRI stu-
dents’ fee which is 10 times
the fee fixed for local stu-
dents. Earlier, the State go-
vernment had not fixed any
cap for fees collected from
NRI students. Y



